
 

 

 

The Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust acquisition of Barnet 

and Chase Farm Hospitals NHSH Trust 

Q&As for GPs and Practice staff to use with patients 

 

What is happening at the moment? 

The Royal Free is acquiring Barnet and Chase Farm Hospitals. The acquisition will go ahead 

on 1 July 2014, after the Secretary of State for Health has approved the transaction. 

Will BCF patients have to travel to the Royal Free for treatment and vice versa? 

Most patients will be seen at the same location they were seen before 1 July. If there are any 

changes to this, patients will be notified. 

Will I see the same doctor? 

Most patients will be seen by the same doctor or consultant they were seen by before 1 July. 

If there are any changes to this, patients will be notified. 

If I do have to travel to BCF/the Royal Free for my treatment how will I get there? 

The Royal Free is well served by public transport. Belsize Park (the Northern Line) 

underground station and Hampstead Heath overground station are both close by. 

Barnet Hospital is close to High Barnet underground station (the Northern Line) and is well 

served by local buses. 

Chase Farm is close to Gordon Hill train station and is well served by local buses.  

If patients find themselves at the wrong site, there are a range of options for them.  Transport will 

be arranged if they can get to the other location in time; otherwise we will help the patient to re-

arrange the appointment. 

Will there be one phone number for all three hospitals? 

Yes. It’s 020 3758 2000 but all the existing numbers will also still work. 

 

 

 



Why is the Royal Free taking over BCF? 

The government has asked that all trusts become foundation trusts. BCF is not in a financial 

position to do this alone and needs a partner. The Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust 

believes that by combining services, it can provide world class care for patients at Barnet, 

Chase Farm and the Royal Free and it can run those services more efficiently. 

What will the organisation be called? 

The enlarged trust will be called the Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust. All three 

hospitals will keep their names. Subject to the secretary of state’s approval, from 1 July 

Barnet Hospital, Chase Farm Hospital and the Royal Free Hospital will all be part of the 

Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust.   
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