
 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Hertfordshire Local Resilience Forum Stakeholder Update 
3 September 2021 
 

A message from Genna Telfer, Assistant Chief Constable and     
Chair of the strategic coordination group of the LRF  
 
Dear colleague,  

 
With children and young people going back to school, COVID restrictions eased and more of us 

returning to our workplaces, this September feels quite different from September 2020.  However, 

COVID is still circulating in our communities and our ongoing vigilance and commitment to tackling 

the virus and its impact is as important now as it ever was. 

The professional networks strengthened during the pandemic have come into their own in recent 

weeks as our county has welcomed people displaced from Afghanistan.  There’s more information 

about Hertfordshire’s role in this humanitarian effort, and how you can help if you would like to, in 

this update.  

Vaccination roundup 

Take-up amongst young people 

More than half of Hertfordshire’s 16 and 17 year-olds have now been vaccinated – with some 

young people attending walk-in vaccination centres with groups of friends or their parents and 

carers.  

Hertfordshire’s schools and colleges have played an important part in encouraging their students to 

get their vaccinations by directing parents and pupils alike to the walk-in vaccination centres listed 

on this website:  https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/   

Your help to support this effort would be really appreciated – you could either share the web 

address above or look out for and share the social media messaging from our Hertfordshire health 

and care organisations over the next few days. 

Third vaccination dose planned for immunosuppressed people 

This week the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI), the independent body that 

advises the government on vaccination policy, advised that a third vaccine dose should be offered 

to people aged 12 and over who were severely immunosuppressed at the time of their first or 

second dose.   

People who are severely immunosuppressed, such as those with leukaemia, advanced HIV or who 

have had recent organ transplants, are more likely to be severely ill if they catch COVID-19.  The 

third dose of a vaccine for this group has been recommended by the JCVI to ‘top up’ their immune 

response, rather than to extend the duration of their protection.  Further details on the top-up 

vaccination programme are expected to be released in the next few weeks, and those who are 

eligible for a third dose will be contacted directed by the NHS.  
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Healthwatch Hertfordshire - learning from the vaccination programme 

Healthwatch Hertfordshire, a charity with statutory powers which works to ensure that local people’s voices 

are heard on health and social care matters, has published a report called ‘What are people telling us about 

the COVID-19 vaccines?’  The report uses information from two surveys conducted between February and 

May 2021, which drew information from than 1,800 Hertfordshire residents.  

Key concerns captured in the report, which is available online here, included worries about the safety of the 

vaccine and any side effects that it might have.  The report’s recommendations have been circulated to all of 

the organisations involved in delivering the vaccination programme in our county, and the learning from the 

report will be reflected in the next phase of the vaccination roll-out.   

Rapid testing update 

We continue to have adequate supplies of rapid or ‘lateral flow’ tests locally, which play an 

important part in detecting asymptomatic cases of COVID and breaking the chain of infection. 

Outreach testing work continues across the county, to ensure that disproportionately impacted and 

under-represented groups have access to home testing kits.  During the four day 'Fun in the park' 

events at the end of August, supervised tests were carried out and nearly 1,200 home test kits were 

distributed over four days. 

Roving testing vans continue to provide testing options to the public in convenient locations, 

alongside the free ‘Pharmacy Collect’ scheme, which enables people to pick up their twice-weekly 

tests as they collect their shopping or prescriptions.  

With schools returning this week, similar testing regimes to those in place at the end of the last 

school term currently remain for both staff and pupils, although contact tracing will no longer take 

place. 

Handwashing – still as important as ever 

All NHS services continue to be extremely busy, and our acute hospitals have asked for our help to 

clamp down on the avoidable transmission of norovirus – sometimes known as the ‘winter vomiting 

bug’. 

Norovirus causes sickness, diarrhoea and vomiting, alongside a range of other debilitating 

symptoms, and is very easily transmitted from an infected person to others. Older people, those 

who are generally unwell and young children are particularly vulnerable to becoming severely 

affected by norovirus, and outbreaks of norovirus - often caused by contagious visitors to hospitals 

or care homes, can cause serious illness and disruption to essential services.   

Please protect yourself and your community by keeping up the good hand hygiene practices you 

adopted at the height of the coronavirus epidemic.  People who have been sick or have diarrhoea 

should stay aware from work or school for at least 2 days after their symptoms have stopped, and 

should not visit hospitals or care homes until they have completely recovered. 

 

https://www.healthwatchhertfordshire.co.uk/report/2021-08-11/what-are-people-telling-us-about-covid-19-vaccines


 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Supporting Afghan people arriving in Hertfordshire 

A fundraising page has been set up for Hertfordshire residents who want to support Afghan families 
arriving in the county. Residents are being encouraged to make a donation to the countywide 
appeal set up by Hertfordshire Community Foundation - on behalf of a wider local voluntary and 

public sector response being co-ordinated by Hertfordshire County Council.  

All the money raised will go to support Afghans staying in Hertfordshire temporarily and in the 

longer term. It will be used to support the local voluntary and community sector as organisations 
pull together to provide a broad range of support - from essential items to longer term 
employability skills, language skills, family support and community integration. 

Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of local people, no donations of items are required at this 
time. To donate, go to justgiving.com/campaign/hertsrefugee. 

Thank you.  

http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/hertsrefugee

