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NHS Bowel Screening Programme 

Background  

THE COVERAGE TARGET IS 60% 

Average Bowel screening uptake per locality within ENHCCG for men and women 

aged 60-74 was 61% (2015/16). In August of 16/17 the CCG performance on a rolling 

year had dropped to 58.7%. 

There is significant practice variation. If bowel cancer is detected at an early stage, 

before symptoms appear, it's easier to treat and there's a better chance of survival. 

Colorectal cancer statistics (CRUK 2015) 

 Incidence 44/100 000 – 4 cases per year in an average size practice 

 It is the third most common cause of cancer in the UK 

 5 year survival rates are 58% with 10 year survival at about 56% 

 10% of all cases identified via screening 

Screening programme 

In England, bowel screening currently uses FOBt (Faecal Occult Blood Testing).  

Eligibility 

 The FOBt programme invites all men and women between the ages of 60 – 74 years 

who are registered with a General Practice.  

 Those aged 75 and over can request a kit by ringing 0800 707 6060.  

 People are invited by letter to their home address every 2 years, and are asked to 

complete a FOBt by providing 6 samples (from 3 stools) and post it back to the 

national programme for analysis in a sealed envelope. 

 They receive their result by letter within 2 weeks and their GP is informed. 

What must practices do to support uptake as part of CFF 

 Identify  invitees and non-responders and ensure  letters from national bowel 

screening are  coded in patient records 

  Add flag  in patient record  to  identify:  

o All patients for whom the practice has received a non-response result.  

o Requirement to send out a non-responder letter.  

Important -  

 The Practice receives notification that the patient did not submit a sample if the 

patient has not responded 13 weeks after a reminder letter is sent. The screening kits 

are still live up to 26 weeks so there is a window of opportunity to contact patients 

and promote the benefits of screening.  

 Consider encouraging those aged 75 and over to request a bowel cancer screening 

test kit every two years.  
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